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in connection with this work an "Anuario " of ail the new codes and 
special laws of importance enacted during each year by all the countries. 
Besides the higher purposes of membership in such an Institute, there 
are. thus apparent many practical advantages connected with the new 
Institute of Comparative Law, with its great collections of the institu- 
tions and laws of all the world, in the access which membership gives to 
these data, valuable alike to the lawyer and the legislator, in knowing the 
systems of laws which rule the countries of the world, and in being able 
to select from them such precepts as may be useful in improving his own 
legislation. The advent of the Instituto Ibero-Americano will without 
doubt be warmly welcomed. 



FREDERIC DE MARTENS 

The death of Professor Frederic de Martens on June 20, 1909, has 
deprived international law of one of the admitted masters of the science, 
and international arbitration of its most distinguished and experienced 
partisan. In important conferences of recent years Professor de Martens 
was the representative of Eussia, and his knowledge of affairs from their 
practical conduct, his desire to produce acceptable results even at the 
sacrifice of a principle correct in theory or a compromise of an extreme 
right, his ability to understand the motives of men and his knowledge 
of international situations, his sympathy with all progress making for 
peace and the peaceable settlement of international disputes, counted for 
much in the success of any transaction with which he was concerned. 

Born in Livonia in 1845, educated in Eussia, and ripened by study in 
foreign universities, he entered the department of foreign affairs in 1869, 
and remained as counsellor and permanent member until his recent death. 
He thus obtained a practical knowledge of the channels through which 
diplomacy works and modern international law is developed, a knowledge 
which stood him in good stead both as delegate of his country in im 
portant conferences and in the many arbitrations with which he was 
connected. 

The theoretical principles of international law, however, were not lost 
sight of in their practical application, for in 1871 he became an in- 
structor at the University of St. Petersburg, and professor in 1873. 
His first claim to distinction was based upon his theoretical work in the 
domain of international law and it was only later after he had acquired 
European reputation as a professor and writer upon international law 
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that he achieved international distinction and the title of- Chief Justice 
of Christendom. 

His first great works of a scientific nature were his " Consuls and 
consular jurisdiction in the Orient," (1873), and his "Collection of 
treaties and conventions concluded by Eussia with foreign powers," 
(1874-1909, 15 volumes), amply supplied with historical and critical 
annotations. His most important contribution to international law is 
undoubtedly his "Treatise on international law" (1883-1887), which 
has been translated into German, French, Spanish, Japanese, Persian, 
Servian, and Chinese. A careful analysis and statement of the aims and 
purposes of this work by Eivier will be found in von Holtzendorff's 
" Handbuch des Volkerrechts," volume one, pp. 521-522, to which the 
reader is referred. 1 

His diplomatic career properly so-called began in 1874 when he was 
Eussian delegate to the conference at Brussels and had a large part in 
shaping the declaration of Brussels Concerning the Laws of Land "War- 
fare. In 1887 he was delegate to the International Eed Cross Conference 
at Carlsbad; in 1888 he represented Eussia at the International Con- 
ference of Maritime Law; in 1899 and 1901 he was likewise Eussian 
representative at the Conference on the Abolition of the Slave Trade in 
Africa; in 1899 and 1907 he was Eussian plenipotentiary at the Hague 
Peace Conferences; in 1906 he was a member of the International Con- 
ference for the Eevision of the Geneva Convention; and in 1906-07 
performed acceptably the difficult task of conferring with the various 
European states upon the programme to be submitted to the Second 
Hague Conference. Great as were his services in all of these conferences, 
he achieved his greatest distinction at the First Hague Conference of 
1899, where, as president of the second commission, his knowledge, his 
tact, and his great ability brought to successful conclusion the convention 
respecting laws and customs of war on land. But great as were his 

i Among the other works of M. de Martens are : Treaties with Austria, vols. 
1-4, 1874-1878; Treaties with Germany, vols. 5-8, 1880-1888; Treaties with 
England, vols. 10-12, 1892-1898; Treaties with France, vols. 13-14, 1902-1905; 
The law of private property in time of war, 1869; The war in the Orient and 
the Brussels Conferences, 1874-1878; Russia and England in Central Asia, 1879; 
The conflict betwen Russia and China, its origin, development and universal 
extent, 1880; The Egyptian question and international law, 1882; Memoire on 
the telegraph in China, 1883; The Congo Conference at Berlin and the colonial 
policy of modern states, 1886; Memoire on the Zappa affair, 1893; The Peace 
Conference at the Hague, 1901; Through justice to peace, 1907. 
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services in the commission over which he presided, his services in the 
third commission dealing with arbitration were still greater, for it is 
common knowledge that he prepared the various Eussian memoranda on 
arbitration presented to the conference, and was in no small sense of the 
word the framer of the convention for the peaceful settlement of inter- 
national disputes. His profound knowledge of international law, his 
experience as arbitrator in international arbitrations — during the session 
of the conference he was president of the Venezuelan arbitration in 
Paris — gave him commanding influence, and caused him to be looked 
upon as the embodiment of arbitration versus war. Impaired health 
undoubtedly accounts for the fact that he played a less conspicuous role 
in the second than in the first conference. 

In the domain of arbitration he was a well-known and highly respected 
figure. He decided the Costa Rica Packet case between Great Britain 
and Holland, (1897) ; he was president of the Venezuelan Arbitration 
of 1899; and was arbitrator in the Pious Fund Case (1902) and the 
Venezuelan preferential cases, (1903) before the permanent court at 
The Hague, an institution in no small measure due to his initiative. 

It is evident, therefore, that he rendered great service to diplomacy, 
to the science of international law, and to the cause of international 
arbitration, and his death is a distinct loss to those who believe that law, 
not force, should rule the world. 

THE VENEZUELA CASES 

The relations of the United States to Venezuela and in particular the 
nature and the status of the five claims of American citizens and com- 
panies against Venezuela which have disturbed the relations of the two 
countries for several years past and which finally resulted in the severance 
of diplomatic relations in June, 1908, were discussed in the Editorial 
Comment of this Journal for April (1909, p. 436), under the caption, 
" The Venezuelan Situation." As was there pointed out the Honorable 
William I. Buchanan, high commissioner on the part of the United 
States, after a protracted and difficult negotiation from December, 1908, 
to February, 1909, succeeded in effecting a settlement of two of the then 
pending claims, the claim of the New York and Bermudas Company on 
account of the sequestration of the company's property, and the claim of 
A. F. Jaurett on account of his summary expulsion from Venezuela. At 
the same time Mr. Buchanan also negotiated and signed a protocol for 



